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Semester Structure 2018—2019  

Semester One Begins September 5, 2018 

Genesis grade books will be open live on 

this date and will remain open  

October 1, 2018 

Semester One Ends January 25, 2019 

  

Semester Two Begins January 28, 2019 

Semester Two Ends June 21, 2019 

  

Don’t Forget Naviance! 

Naviance/Family Connection is a program that allows students and parents 

to keep track of the college application process, research colleges, compare 

personal academic data with previous applicants from NHRHS, and much 

more! In addition, students can use the resume feature, test prep and so 

much more.  The counselors will introduce all of the freshmen to the pro-

gram through the FLT classes and will continue to use the program with the 

sophomores and juniors, as well.  Contact your child’s counselor with any 

questions.  Naviance can be found: https://connection.naviance.com/family-

connection/auth/login/?hsid=nhrhs as well as through the link on the home 

page.   

Test Prep is available for both the SAT and ACT through  

Naviance—please take advantage of this feature!   

 

UPDATE—College Representatives’ Visits & Attendance  

Please check Naviance for all of the colleges and universities who will be vis-
iting Northern Highlands this fall.   Please sign up in Naviance at least 24 
hours in advance.  Please print your Naviance Visit Confirmation as your 
pass.  (Right click on the screen to print).   

Beginning October 1st, only 3 of these visits will be excused—Check period 
times and classes you will be missing before you commit to a college visit.  

https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=nhrhs
https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=nhrhs
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IN ADMISSION TO A UNITED ACADEMY be nominated by 

their of their United or the Vice r d  of the United  

*A to a for admission. 
Applications for a nomination available from to mid-October for the upcoming fall Contact U. S.  
Representative Josh Gottheimer for deadline dates.  for a 

of 1 of of to a  
Ø    He or be at 17 old, but not have their 23rd birthday 
Ø    Must be a United  
Ø    Must be unmarried, not and no legal obligation to children or other dependents  

Nominations will into an applicant’s record, extracurricular and  

athletic activities, physical aptitude, and/or ability, and medical qualifications. 

in a nomination should contact in the District Office at 201-705-8356 or  
e-mail in the of their junior in high school. your counselor for 
more informa  

Attention Seniors ~ October Responsibilities 

 Review the Northern Highlands SENIOR PACKET for procedural details concerning the application process; fill out 

required forms. 

 Consult NAVIANCE, which provides a description of how well former Highlanders have fared in the admissions pro-

cess.  

 If applicable, prepare to take either the SAT or SAT Subject Test in October or November, or the ACT in October. 

October is best for those going Early Decision (ED) or Early Action (EA). 

 See the 2018 Edition of the College Handbook for information on items like: schools which feature LD programs, 

schools known for certain majors and ED/EA deadlines by school. 

 If you have not done so already, narrow your list of colleges and include safe, realistic, as well as challenging op-

tions. 

 Apply early, and ask teachers for recommendations at least three weeks in advance of your application. Follow the 

procedure outlined in the Senior Packet. Do not forget to send teachers a thank you note. 

 Have standardized test scores sent to the colleges to which you are applying. All colleges require an official score 

report sent directly from the College Board at www.collegeboard.com or ACT at www.actstudent.org. 

 Refrain from submitting more than one application under an early decision plan, and, if admitted under such a 

plan, comply with all institutional guidelines including those regarding the obligations to enroll; refrain from sub-

mitting subsequent applications. 

 If accepted Early Action, you have until May to make a decision. 

 Be the sole author of your applications and essays, and avoid inappropriate assistance from others. 

 

mailto:patrick.sheehan@mail.house.gov
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The First Step: 

A 9th Grade Program 

Thursday, October 11th at 7:00 PM 

  

Please join us to learn more about the following topics:    

  

 The Role of a Counselor  

 The Student Handbook  

 Canvas 

 Genesis/Grades/ Transcripts 

 Graduation Requirements  

 Course Curriculum  

 PSAT/ASPIRE/SAT/ACT/Subject Tests 

 Getting Involved  

 Naviance  

  

  

Students are encouraged to attend. 

 We look forward to seeing you on the11th!  
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STANDARDIZED TESTING  

INFORMATION NIGHT with SPECIFIX PREP 

 

For 9th, 10th and 11th grade students and parents 

Thursday, October 18th 

7:00 PM  

Hopkins Auditorium  

Topics to be covered: 

 ASPIRE  

 PSAT 

 ACT 

 SAT  

 SAT Subject Tests 

We hope to see you there! 
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National Merit Scholarship Program 

Commended Students  

The following students have earned recognition from the 2019 National Merit Program for their achieve-

ment on the 2017 PSAT taken in their Junior year.   

 

    David Ahn    Rishi Bachani 

    Robert Bakal    Connor Courtney  

    Trevor Hintz    Erika Kluge 

    Jacob Levin     Chloe Levy 

    Kevin McNerney   Thomas Menten 

    Allen Park    Alexander Shen  

    Emily Spence    Tifany Tong 

    Melissa Yu     

    

Congratulations on your Achievement!  

National Merit Scholarship Program 

Semifinalists  

The following students have earned recognition from the 2019 National Merit Program for their achieve-

ment on the 2017 PSAT taken in their Junior year.   

Alexander Bildner 

Eric Ding  

 

Congratulations on your Achievement!  



 

6  Student Services Bulletin  



 

7  Student Services Bulletin  

Student Assistance Counselor  
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DREXEL UNIVERSITY 
By Mr. Michael Stone 

 

I recently had the opportunity to visit Drexel University, a major research institution that was founded in 
1891.  Drexel boasts about the “value of being urban” and the lively campus, located a few short blocks 
from the University of Pennsylvania, is situated in what is known as the “University City” section of Philadel-
phia.  While “Philly” is rich in history, it also enjoys a cosmopolitan vibrancy that is sparked by having over 
250,000 college students in the Philadelphia area.  Drexel is home to 15,500 undergraduates and the univer-
sity is very proud of the diversity of its student body.  Drexel students are deeply immersed in the cultural, 
educational, civic, and entertainment offerings provided by the City of Brotherly Love. 

 

Drexel offers over eighty majors, just as many minors, and over twenty accelerated degree programs.  Plus, 
students are permitted to take any class outside of their major.  The university is comprised of numerous 
“colleges” with highly-rated programs in areas such as Engineering, Business, Computing & Informatics, En-
trepreneurship, Food & Hospitality Management, Nursing & Health Professions, and Media Arts & Design.   

The building that houses the Lebow College of Business actually looks like an office building that one might 
find in a city setting.  This modern building has twelve floors and is a hub of activity that houses a trading 
room, classrooms, large conference centers, collaboration rooms, and a Starbucks. Highlanders with an 
“entrepreneurial spirit” should note that the Close School of Entrepreneurship is the nation’s first freestand-
ing school of entrepreneurship to offer degrees.  Drexel has infused entrepreneurial thinking into the curric-
ulum across all disciplines and many undergraduates receive $15,000 in start-up funding to pursue their en-
trepreneurial endeavors. 

 

Personally, I was stunned as we toured Drexel’s Westphal College of Media Arts & Design.  The URBN Cen-
ter, which is home to seventeen undergraduate programs, is a fascinating 140,000 square-foot building that 
exudes creativity and collaboration.  Here, we had the opportunity to witness students working on a record 
label, producing in the TV station, displaying dresses they had designed to a panel of potential buyers, toy-
ing with animation and visual effects for a movie, sharing architectural and interior design ideas, discussing a 
“mobile app” they recently developed for people with asthma, and playing an interactive “game design” 
that two undergrads had recently designed.  Students from the Westphal College of Media Arts & Design 
graduate with tremendous portfolios and impressive real-work experience that provide them with a solid 
advantage when seeking employment in the competitive job market. 

 

Drexel believes in combining theory with practice.  The college is well-known for their outstanding 
“cooperative education” program in which students meld what they learn in the classroom with real-world 
employment by working for six months at a job in their chosen field as part of their Drexel education. Fresh-
men begin with the COOP 101 course, which prepares students for the “co-op” program and helps with ca-
reer planning and job skills.  As early as sophomore year, students can begin to supplement their classroom 
education with up to three 6-month-long co-ops. A consistent theme that was offered by both faculty mem-
bers and current students is the idea that, “Drexel students need to be prepared to hit the ground running 
from Day One!”  Freshmen start taking courses in their major from the moment they arrive and the possibil-
ity of being immersed in co-op opportunities as early as sophomore year typically results in the need to take 
courses during the winter and/or summer break.  One member of the student panel explained that the 
unique 10-week quarter system at Drexel makes the entire year fly by.  Another student advised, “Drexel is a 
great place for those students who are immediately ready to study and to work.”   
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  The Steinbright Career Development Center, with over fifty career counselors, is one of the largest 
collegiate teams of co-op and career services in the world.  Drexel offers co-op programs in 32 states and 
over 50 countries.  Many students earn approximately $17,000 for a six-month paid co-op position and 92% 
of undergraduate students enroll in the Drexel Co-op program.  One of the keynote speakers noted, “Our 
curriculum is often shaped by what is happening in the marketplace.”  Learn more about cooperative educa-
tion at drexel.edu/difference/co-op.  

 

The Drexel Dragons compete at the Division I level and there are plenty of opportunities for other students 
to compete at the intramural and club team level.  The school hosts over 400 student organizations and 
there are 30-plus fraternities and sororities.  Freshmen are required to live on campus and all residence halls 
are equipped with air-conditioning and free laundry.  Drexel is a Common Application member that offers 
Early Decision (11/1), Early Action (11/1), and Regular Decision (1/15).  Applicants typically have grade-point 
averages in the 3.5 range with SAT scores of 1200 and/or a 25 composite score on the ACT. Tuition, room 
and board fees total to about $65,000 per year. 

 

Philadelphia is the sixth-largest city in the country and Drexel University is a two-hour drive from Northern 
Highlands.  The school is just a few blocks from the 30th Street Station, which is a major transportation hub 
with access to regional trains and Amtrak.  Be sure to check out the following links to learn more about 
Drexel University…      

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iB-ubXo7LSs  

https://www.youtube.com/user/DrexelUniv  

drexel.edu/difference/co-op
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iB-ubXo7LSs
https://www.youtube.com/user/DrexelUniv


 

10  Student Services Bulletin  

So, What Do You Want to Do When You Grow Up? 
 

Not everyone knows the answer to that question, but wouldn’t it be cool to explore this in high school?  Or, 

better yet, gain experience in a field in which you definitely want to work?  

With the launch of Northern Highlands’ new Option II program, students can now do just that!  

 

Option II serves as an alternative to traditional high school courses and involves experiential learning outside of 

the classroom environment.  Through these offerings, students can gain real-world experiences that are 

meaningful and relevant.  Option II may include, but is not limited to: 

? internships 

? community service and volunteering 

? structured learning experiences 

? on-campus college programs  

? dual enrollment programs 

? independent study 

? magnet programs 

? student exchange programs 

? distance learning 

? co-curricular or extra-curricular programs 

 

This fall, Ms. Hayes launched NH’s Senior Internship program, which consists of 16 students. The career 

experiences include: 

?  Dance 

?  Law/Paralegal 

?  Veterinarian Medicine 

?  Construction/Fine Carpentry 

?  Photography/Social Media 
Marketing 

?  Cybersecurity 

?  Social Work 

?  Accounting 

 ?  Childcare 

?  Medicine 

?  Aviation 

?  Music Industry 

?  Graphic Arts/Design 

?  Mechanics 

?  Exercise Physiology/Nutrition 

?  Dental Arts 

?  Marketing 

 

Credit for Volunteering??  
 
In addition to our intern program, you also can now receive HS credit for volunteer and community service 
work!  Students must perform 28 hours for 1.25 credits per year. Students could earn a maximum of 5 
credits over 4 years, and these may be used as elective credits.  
 
If you are interested in the Option II program (Room 111), contact Ms. Hayes at 201-327-8700 x544 or 
hayesk@northernhighlands.org. You also can find more information by visiting our NH Option II website at: 
https://www.northernhighlands.org/Page/6326 
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From the desk of the Assistant Principal  

Week of Respect & Cyberbullying Awareness  

 

The Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act (P.L.2010, c.122) requires that the week beginning with the first Monday in October 
(October 1-5, 2018) be designated as a “Week of Respect” in New Jersey. School districts across the state are required 
to observe the week in order to recognize the importance of character education. 

In recognition of this week, Northern Highlands is conducting a student assembly with Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-NJ).  
The Congressman will share his firsthand experience with students about his experience as a representative of NJ, a 
member of the House of Representatives, and the inner workings of the Legislative Branch.  Rep. Gottheimer also 
serves on the Problem Solver Caucus, which meets regularly to resolve issues, form partnerships across the aisle, and 
develop compromises; he will discuss the role of this group and how to achieve compromise and set aside differences 
in order to achieve mutual goals.   

In addition, we are hosting an Anti-Bullying Evening Program Tuesday October 16, 7 PM. Junior Melissa Reifman will 
conduct a program to educate parents and students on the dangers of bullying.  To do so, she will be joined by Mrs. 
Jane Clementi, mother of former Ridgewood student Tyler Clementi. Mrs. Clementi lost her son to death by suicide as a 
result of being cyberbullied.  She will speak of bullying, cyberbullying, its impact on the subject and family, the role of 
bystanders and how to go about using positive alternatives to build healthy relationships.  

We also want to take this opportunity to share with parents advice on how to handle situations in which children may 
misuse technology. In this digital age where electronic devices are abundant and internet access readily accessible, 
cyber harassment and/or cyberbullying can rear its ugly head.  When it does, it’s important to know the options one 
can exercise in the event a parent should suspect this is taking place.  Upon learning of something like this, parents may 
consider the following steps to help guide children in the appropriate use of technology: 

 Report any and all suspected cases of cyberbullying to our Anti-Bullying Specialist, Ms. Kelly Peterfriend, 

 Speak with your child about appropriate use of the internet, 

 Monitor your child’s use of social media, either by creating/using an account of your own to friend them or through 
other means, 

 In extreme cases, impose limits on their child’s data plan, eliminate it all together, or take away your child’s elec-
tronic device. 

In addition, please feel free to review these resources from Common Sense Media which addresses other Frequently 
Asked Questions with respect to cyberbullying.  

 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cellphone-parenting/age/teens 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cyberbullying/age/teens 

 

 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cellphone-parenting/age/teens
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/cyberbullying/age/teens
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School Violence Awareness Week  

In addition, schools are also mandated to recognize School Violence Awareness Week, also known as Red Ribbon 

Week, every third week in October (October 15-19, 2018). To commemorate this week all Driver's Education students 

will participate in a week-long DARE Program on the dangers of driving under the influence.  Officers from our local 

police departments will also speak to all sophomores on the dangers of road rage, driving under the influence, dis-

tracted driving, and other topics related to operating a motor vehicle safely.  

In addition, freshman will also receive an Anti-Violence Awareness pamphlet. Information on how to prevent school 

violence will also be posted to our website for students and parents to access, and lastly click on the link below to 

learn of the impact mass media can have on children in the pamphlet, “Media Violence and Youth.”   

 

Media Violence and Youth 

We find that all information distributed will educate our school community on the causes of school violence, how to 

recognize potential warning signs, and most importantly steps that one can take to prevent violence from ever taking 

place.   

Lastly, Marketing classes will embark of a campaign of public service announcements.  Students will produce a public 

service messages addressing the topic of school violence encouraging people to, “Say Something.”  The campaign will 

help define "school violence" and give direction on what students can do as to help prevent acts of violence from tak-

ing place. 

 

Reminder: Acknowledge Terms of Student/Parent Handbook in Genesis  

As you may know, at the start of each school year we ask that parents take time to review our Student/Parent Hand-

book so you are aware of our school policies, procedures, and expectations.  Topics include, but are not limited to: 

student attendance matters, behavioral expectations, academic integrity, acceptable use of technology, harassment, 

intimidation, & bullying policies, and athletic code of conduct, etc. 

  

According to our records to date, not all families have completed this task.  For those who have yet to do this, please 

follow the attached instructions on how to sign off on the handbook electronically.  Be sure to do so at your earliest 

convenience.  As always, feel free to contact Mr. Koth at ext. 501 in the event you have any questions.  Thank you for 

your time and cooperation. 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/students/safety/behavior/MediaViolencePamphlet.pdf
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Student/Parent Handbook Sign Off Instructions 

 

All Parents – Log onto Genesis Parent Access 

 

Go to http://parent.northernhighlands.org 

1. Enter Username (Your personal email address) 

a. Please be reminded that the login is the email address you submitted to Northern 

Highlands 

2. Enter Password  

a. If you do not know your password, please have it reset by clicking on “Forgot my 

Password” and follow the prompts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Once logged in, check off the “Toggle” box that acknowledges the Student Handbook sign off 

located on left of the screen below the student picture.  

 

 

A green check indicates you have successfully acknowledged the handbook. 

 

 

4. Logout. 

 

 

THANK YOU! 
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October Calendar Dates 
 

October 5   Registration Deadline for November 3  SAT and Subject Tests 

October 6   SAT 1 and Subject Testing  

October 8   No School—Columbus Day  

October 11   The First Step—A 9th Grade Program  

October 13   PSAT Testing (10th and 11th graders only)  

October 14   Late Registration Deadline for October 27 ACT Test  

October 18   Standardized Testing Information Night  

October 24   Late Registration Deadline for November 3 SAT and Subject Tests 

October 27   ACT Testing  

 

Early November Calendar Dates 

 

November 1   College Night for Juniors  

November 2    Registration Deadline for December 1 SAT and Subject Tests  

November 2    Registration Deadline for December 8 ACT 

November 3   SAT 1 and Subject Testing  

 


